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second. The appellation of Father, is rightfully 
due to God in virtue of his relation as creator of 
all, and on this ground it was proper for Christ to 
teach his disciples that address. To say, ‘Our 
father which art in heaven,’ is nothing more than 
what is proper for all men to say—recognizing 
thereby their relations to him as his crea- 
tures, and not implying any more special relation. 
Christ certainly did put that prayer into the 
mouths of his disciples; but that it was in a gen- 
eral sense, and without reference to any saving 
distinction of character, is evident from the fact 
that Judas was among them, who was far from 
being a child of God in the gospel sense. 

So there is nothing to be proved from the mere 
literal use of words. It is a small foundation to 
build an argument upon. 

But it is right undoubtedly to admit in this 
case, that the disciples were in some special rela- 
tion to God, (most of them at least.) They had 
Jewish faith—the faith of the saints before Christ 
came—and this entitled them toa claim of fel- 
lowship with God, somewhat different from the 
mere relationship of nature. It was not improper 
that they should be called children of God in some 
initiatory, spiritual sense; while yet it was not 
implied that they were sons of God in the full 
gospel sense of the term. 

A single passage, (Gal. 4: 1,) will demonstrate 
the truth of the distinction which we have made: 
“ Now I say that the heir, as long as he is a child, 
[ nepios,] differeth nothing from a servant, though 
he be lord of all; but is under tutors and govern- 
ors, until the time appointed of the father. Even 
so we, when we were children, [nepioi,] were in 
bondage under the elements of the world: but 
when the fullness of the time was come, God sent 
forth his Son, [huios,] made of a woman, made 
under the law, to redeem them that were under the 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. 
And because we are sons, [Auivt,] God hath sent 
forch the spirit of his Son into our hearts, crying. 
Abba, Father.” There is a perfectly clear distine- 
tion made in this passage between the condition 
of servants and children, [nepioi,] and sons. And 
the distinction is made to turn on the coming of 
Christ, and the sending abroad of the Holy Ghost, 
—the spirit of adoption through him. This was 
the crisis, which transformed the children or ser- 
vants into sons. 

Now it may easily be discerned that the disci- 
ples, whom Christ taught to pray, ‘Our Father,’ 
&e., together with the Jewish saints all the way 
back, were in a relation that made this address 
appropriate, being children, in the sense of candi- 
dates for prospective salvation; but when the 
Son came, and union between God and man was 
consummated by the atonement, and the Holy 
Ghost was given, then, this privilege of calling 
God Father, which before had been merely a pri- 
vilege of the mouth and the reason, was carried 
into the heart. This is precisely what the apostle 
insists upon in the passage quoted. Tle says,— 
‘God sent forth the spirit of his Son into our 
hearts,’ and that spirit cried, ‘Abba, Father.’ For 
the disciples to call God Father, and for Christ to 
teach them to do so, was one thing, and it was 
quite a different thing for the Spirit to be sent 
forth into their hearts crying, ‘Abba, Father’— 
This language was not merely of the mouth, but 
was a voice coming forth from the inner man. 

Paul allows, in the passage quoted, all that can 
be claimed for the children, the ‘ babes in Christ,’ 
or nepioi. (This word is used in the passages, 
‘Be no more children, tossed to and fro’—‘ Milk 
for babes,’ &c., and seems to be opposed to ¢eleioi, 
i. e., the perfect.) He calls them heirs, and chil- 
dren, under a state of discipline for future freedom, 
but afterall he exhibits them in contrast with the 
state in which the spirit of adoption is sent forth 
into the heart. When that is done there is an 
end of sin. Previously, they are able to call God 
Father, and to have a good hope of salvation 
while yet under tutors and governors, i. ¢., unsaved 
from sin; but the spirit of the Son, sent forth in- 
to the heart, crying Abba, Father, displaces all 
that. There is a clear distinction between the 
two experiences. 

In respect to the generations who have ‘died in 
hope,’ we allow them—that is, those who have 
been honest and sincere—all that can be allowed 
to the state of children and heirs described above ; 
denying however, if they were sinners, that they 
could claim the spirit of adoption, or that they 
were born of God in the gospel sense. This is 
1,0t to say that persons who have so died are lost, 
And here Mr. 8. should understand our doctrine 
about Hades and the Second Coming. We have 
no such ideas as the churches have, that a man’s 
final destiny is determined by his condition at the 





particular time when he dies. The Catholics carry 
that doctrine out so far as to think that if they 
can catch a man two seconds before he is gone, 
and put a wafer on his tongue. he is safe; other- 
wise he goes to hell. The Protestants will laugh 
at this, and call it foolish, but their doctrine is 
not very different. We do not believe that God 
deals with men in such a conventional, puttering 
way. 
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== The Freeman’s (Catholic) Journal has for 
its motto—“Ir rue Son or Gop siial.. MAKE YOU 
FREE, YOU SHALL BE FREE INDEED.” Any one who 
will examine the connexion in which this saying 
of Christ occurs, in John 8:36, will see that rrer- 
DOM FROM SIN is what it refers to—not freedom 
from the consequences or guili of sin, but freedom 
from the commission of sin. We are not aware 
that Popery offers any such freedom as this. On 
the contrary we apprehend that the general at- 
tainment of this kind of freedom, would seriously 
diminish the revenues of that church. If ‘he 
that commitleth sin is the servant of sin’ even 
though he belongs to the true church, which is 
plainly the meaning of Christ, the true Freeman’s 
Journal must be a Perfectionist paper. 





Many-Sinep Uproar.—The late Conventions— 
World’s Temperance, and Women’s Rights—have 
given play to more incipient rowdyism of all sorts, 
than we recollect to have seen recorded in the 
annals of any week before. The spirit of bedlam 
seemed to have got among them; whether it was 
the hot weather, the comet, the musquetoes, or a 
‘disturbed state of the earth, or all together, we 
cannot say ; but evidently some turbulent influ- 
ence was at work among folks, making it difficult 
for them to be decent. And the slam-banging 
was so far mutual and general, that it is difficult 
to make distinctions between the different classes 
engaged. At the same time that the Rynders 
rowdies were making game of the Women’s Rights 
meeting, Phillips and Antoinette Brown, and 
others of that body,. were raising brimstone 
among the ministers and dignitaries of the World’s 
Temperance Convention. It is difficult to say 
which succeeded in making the most uproar—the 
street boys, the reformers, or the clergymen of the 
Temperance Convention: the latter, however, 
should have the credit of having acted only on the 
defensive, and held their final session, after the 
radicals had been routed in the attempt to force a 
woman delegate upon them, in peace. We hope 
the ebullitions of the past week have served as a 
good discharge of the humors of the hot season, 
and that the reaction now will be in favor of good 
nature, temperance, and the rights of mutual har- 
mony and respect. 





New Pouitican Movement.—A_ novel, refor- 
matory, political movement has lately been start- 
ed, which is interesting as a sign of the times. 
The attempt is, to effect a fusion of the various 
factions of the Democratic and Whig parties, with 
the Antislavery, Land Reform, Temperance, and 
other parties, into one grand reform party, ‘ by 
forming a correct standard of politica! principles.’ 
Such a union is considered absolutely necessary 
for the correction of the present, and growing 
abuses of legislation,—municipal, state, and na- 
tional. 

A few of its friends, principally mechanics, met 
in convention in New-York, on Tuesday last, and 
took the necessary preliminary steps in the case, 
appointing a committee to draft an address, set- 
ting forth in detail the principles of its advo- 
cates. 

Whether this movement will proceed to a prac- 
tical organization or not, we cannot say. We 
can have no great confidence in the success of any 
such attempts, while they ignore the manifest 
source of all corruption and division—the spirit 
of selfishness and sin—and rely upon the mere 
political union, even if that were possible, of such 
discordant material. We can, however, rejoice 
in any thing that goes to encourage a desire for a 
different state of things; as that in the end will 
be an inducement to seek the only possible way 
of bringing about harmony among the people, and 
the right administration of government, that is, 
by Gospel Communism, on the plan proposed by 
Christ, viz., a union of hearts by the Spirit of 
God. Such a union will naturally and inevitably 
result in the unity and harmony of all other in- 
terests. Witness the result which followed the 
baptism of the Spirit, on the day of Pentecost. 

A. 





Tue Carson Leacue.—Amid the tumult and 
bustle of the great Temperance gatherings in New 
York, it may be worth while to notice one 
branch of the movement, which, though ma- 
king but little noise in the country, accomplishes 
perhaps more than the popular demonstrations. 
We refer to an organization in central New York, 
called the Carson League. Its history is briefly 
this: A few years since, Tuomas L. Carson, a far- 
mer in Onondaga Co., finding that liquor-selling 
and intemperance was rapidly increasing, in spite 
of speech-and-resolution making, set himself to 
work to find some practical remedy for the evil. 
Accordingly, he, with several friends of temper- 
ance in that region, gathered themselves into a 
body under the above name, with the design of 
using those three potent weapons—law, money, 
and the political power of the state—for the sup- 
pression of the liquor-traffic. Each member of 
the League submits his property to an assessment, 
for the purpose of raising a common fund with 
which to prosecute their work. Their method 
of procedure is, to establish in each town an agent, 
to whom the rum-sellers’ victims can appeal, 
and who will see that all grievances which 
come within reach of the law, are redressed. 
The severest legal penalties are thus imposed 
upon the lquor-vender. This plan, strictly pur- 
sued, soon breaks up all dealing in spirituous 
liquors, save such as is protected by law. Sever- 
al Counties have each their League, with its con- 
stitution and officers, and from one to four mil- 
lions of taxable property. A paper is published 
in Syracuse by the League, with a circulation of 
4000 copies weekly. 

Setting aside the principle in the case, we are 
interested in the practicality of this movement. 
It is a satisfaction to see people so much in earn- 
est to exterminate any evil,—however misdirected 
may be their efforts—that they will communize 
their persons and purses, to aid in the task. And 
in fact, reform can succeed on no other basis. 
The advantages of combination in this instance, 
are manifest. How much would have been ac- 
complished, had the individuals composing this 
League set to work in the old-fashioned way,— 
calling conventions, passing resolutions, making 
speeches, &c.? Little or nothing, we dare say. 
But in an organized form, these men have done 
more for the cause of temperance, than the elo- 
quence of its most talented orators. It is the 
voice of deeds, and not of words. C. 





Catuotic Exorcism.—The Churches were crit- 
icised in a late Circular, for not assuming a more 
masculine attitude toward the ‘spirits, and instead 
of sheltering themselves in ignorance, or taking 
refuge in contempt, marching straight up to the 
enemy and scattering them. The Catholic church 
will have to be excepted from this censure, if their 
professions are true. See the following from their 
leading organ, the Freeman’s Journal: 


*‘One of the most highly educated ladies at Balls- 
ton Spa, has become a raving maniac. She has been 
for some months past what is termed a ‘ medium,’ 
and though possessing more brains and a more fin- 
ished education than any, or all of the other ‘medi- 
ums’ at Ballston Spacombined, yet her intellect has 
been the first to give way, and she has become a man- 
iac through the cursed influence of so called ‘spirit- 
ualism.’ She is continually raving about ‘spirits,’ 
alleging that ‘evil spirits’ have seized hold of her, 
and entreating her parents to cease believing in 
* spiritualism,’ &c. &c.” 

We find the above in some of the daily papers, 
and we insert it chiefly to take occasion from it to 
express our conviction that the time is not distant 
when the spiritual powers of the Cathohie Church 
will be invoked to exorcise the subjects of these de- 
lusions, which, it is our decided opinion, are demo- 
niacal. If the unfortunate lady above referred to 
desires once more to be in possession of her right 
mind, and to be freed from the evil spirit that mo- 
lests her, she had better apply to the Right Rev. 
Bishop of Albany, who, if he finds reason to believe 
that there is demoniacal possession in the case, will 
appoint an exorcist to drive out the devil that 
troubles her. Perhaps some of our readers at 
Ballston will charitably draw the unhappy lady’s 
attention to the subject, or to this paragraph. 





—To write so as to interest children, it is nec- 
essary to write fuur times as well as is required to 
please the mature. Boys and girls will read Bun- 
yan, Shakespeare, Cervantes, and Defoe, while 
they recoil instinctively from the solemn trash, 
which well-meaning people of “ well-regulated 
minds” are fond of recommending to them.— 
Childhood and Genius are akin, and they love one 
another.—Home Journal. 

Perhaps writers cannot have any better stanr- 
dard before them, than to be able to write what 
they write, ina style interesting to children.— 
Christ talked in that style, and the Bible ranks 
first among those books that are suited to every 
capacity. Mrs. Stowe’s ‘Uncle Tom’ has the 
merit ‘of interesting all classes, young and old, ed- 
ucated and ignorant. It is the very reverse of 





the essayish style, which has been criticised in the 
Circular, and which a friend wishes to haye de- 
fined. H. 


Surf Bathing. 

We must attempt to give our readers a notion 
of the pleasant novelties of Surf-bathing as we 
experienced it, for the first time, one day this 
week. Step then, with us and a visiting friend 
who ‘wished to see the ocean, on board the 
convenient steamboat Economy, and in a pas- 
sage of an hour and a half (123cts fare) we 
are landed at Coney Island at the mouth of the 
harbor. We step ashore on the hither or bay 
side of the island; it is a desolate place of drifting 
sand, with some patches of coarse sea-grass, but 
without a tree or shrub to break with a friendly 
shadow the arid glare of the place. On the rising 
ground, however, as we cross over the island, there 
are one or two houses of entertainment for sum- 
mer visitors, whose verandahs invite us to a mo- 
ment’s shelter. Here we have the ocean all in 
front—its long level horizon of blue stretching on 
and on in the direction we are looking, unbroken 
by land till it reaches the coast of Spain. 

But let us pass down to the beach on the sea- 
ward side. We can already sce the white caps of 
the breakers as they feather their spray along the 





shore. How fresh and exhilarating is the facing 
breeze. Now we come within sound again. of that 


solemn mysterious roar, that we first heard last 
year at the Sandy Hook Ocean House. 

We stand by the ‘sounding sea!’ It always 
must strike the mind as a scene of surpassing 
mystery and power, suggesting—God. Here is 
this eternal motion, and this never ceasing sound, 
and nothing to suggest a cause. The wind is 
still,—every thing else is hushed in the calmness 
of a summer noon, and yet this sublime, continu- 
ous vibration and concussion—you are puzzled to 
account for it. Philosophically, it would be ex- 
plained we suppose, thus: the ocean being so vast 
a surface of water, is always in a state of disturb- 
ance somewhere, by the winds; and the waves 
thus formed, however distant, are transmitted 
in some degree over the whole expanse. They 
reach us here in the fine calm weather, in the 
shape of great glassy swells, rolling on noiselessly 
until the bottom of the wave is stopped by the 
shelving beach, when the top, still urged on by 
the old momentum, suddenly rears itself like a 
perpendicular wall, and then the white cap comes 
combing over like a small cataract, and the heavy 
fall upon the hard sand of the beach makes the 
resonance we hear; then all is brokenand levelled 
away for the next swell. This is the after-thought 
of philosophy, making all clear enough, but still 
the immediate impression suggests a living power, 
and is eloquent of faith. 

But there are various groups of bathers, men 
and women, whose odd figures and adventures in 
the surf, we have been laughing at. How like a 
rude but good-natured giant, old Ocean plays 
with them—handling them as gently as possible ; 
but his lightest touch evidently has power in it. 
Shall we join them? We step into a long board 
building near by, where we are furnished with 
dresses, and private stalls in which to make our 
bathing toilet. Soon we emerge, in the simplest 
kind of a rig that it is possible to devise, viz.: 
striped shirt and pants somewhat shortened at 
the extremities, and with a straw hat tied on to 
shade the head. If your companion is a lady, the 
costume is nearly the same, a well-fitting sack 
being the upper garment. Hand in hand we ad- 
vance to the margin of the creamy strand, shyly 
essaying to tempt, for the first time, old Ocean’s 
embrace. ‘Timid at first, we follow down a re- 
treating breaker, and then wait till another one 
comes in, bursting around us in square rods of 
milk-white foam. Presently we get bolder, and 
advance into a greater depth, where the swells 
stagger us, and try to lift us off our feet, to float 
on their rocking bosoms. But this is not getting 
fairly into the business: come on a little further. 
See, yonder is a big wave coming. Here is the 
spot where it will surge. Now stoop a little, and 
the next thing you know you are swal- 
lowed up body and senses and all. 
breaks over you with a crash and din that stops 
your thinking—your underpinning is knocked 
out, and you are tumbled on by the mighty thing 
that has got you, you know not where. For the 
instant you seem to be at the mercy of chaos: 
but the next moment you find yourself left al- 
most bare, and at liberty to pick yourself up— 
blowing the salt spray from your dripping coun- 
tenance, while you join in the hearty merriment 
of friends on shore, who witnessed your baptism. 
Repeat this a good many times, and with numer- 
ous variations, (as you become more accustomed 





The billow, 
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you can keep better possession of yourself,) and 
that is surf-bathing. 
delightful first experience. 

We found that the shock and force of the blow 
given by the waves upon the bedy produced an 
excitement and exhilaration that made it pleasant 
to stay in for a longer time than in ordinary 
bathing, and we infer that it must be in general a 
yery healthy as well as delightful mode of water 
recreation. 

—— cme 
Correspondence of the Cireular. 


Life at Oneida. 
(Mu. Noves—Dear Sir: I should be pleased to forward the 
letter addressed to Miss Moun, to Milford, Ohio, in the Circular, 
A. BE. P. C1) 





if that should be agreeable to you. 





LETTER TO MISS LOVISA HORN. 
Oneida Community, Sepl. 5, 1853. 

Dear Louisa: You see I have not forgotten 
my promise to address you by letter after my ar- 
rival at Oneida. Please hand it to other friends 
for perusal, and solicit their acceptance of it as a 
testimony of my regard to them also. 

An immediate fulfillment of my promise might 
have been less satisfactory, inasmuch as it would 
have been less likely to awaken confidence in my 
protestations of faith in the principles which are 
advocated and carried out into practice here. You 
will of course give me the credit of deliberate 
judgment: the delay having afforded me a better 
opportunity to learn. 

I came here as a visitor. Free, candid criticism 
is practiced in the Community; and I trust they 
will be disposed to excuse the freedom of my re- 
marks, which are offered, not by way of flattery, 
but in trathfulness. 

The next day after I parted from you and other 
pupils at Milford Depot, Ohio, I arrived at Syra- 
cuse in season to dine there. At Syracuse I wait- 
ed for conveyance by railroad to another depot, 27 
miles further East: then, for stage to Community 
place; and arrived here in the middle of the ai- 
ternoon. 

The first intimation I received of a near ap- 
proach to the Commune, was my observing a 
number of men cngaged at work near the road- 
side. At a glance, I noticed the neatness of their 
apparel, and a peculiar air and manner, which in- 
dicated that they were gentlemen. 

I had already formed some acquaintance with 
people who had lived in other Associations, and a 
certam graceful and easy address, which was ob- 
servable, had impressed me with the conviction, 
that Community hfe, where all are werking men, 
is well-calculated to distinguish such workers from 
those we are accustomed to see im common life, 
where the ‘almighty dollav’ is generally the only 
object of adoration, and the common ‘grab-game’ 
stands in the way of all improvement. 

A remarkable freedom from avaricious propen- 
sities constitutes one of the noblest features of 
the Oneida Community. How can it be otherwise, 
when they have forsaken all for the gospel of Je- 
sus Christ? They know that they cannot ‘add 
one cubit to their stature’ by taking thought; and 
they are willing to trust that great and generous 
Being who clothes the earth in its beautiful gar- 
ments, who takes care of the small and the great, 
and who is calling on us human beings to regard 
his mandates, to cherish his truths, and to walk 
by the light of his counsels. 

First, this people have received Christ as the 
‘Lamb of God, who taketh away sin’ By 
faith in the promises, they have sought to estab- 
lish the kingdom of Prince Emmanuel on earth. 
They are now reaping the blessed fruits of their 
faith-works, and they are rejoicing that thus far 
the promises of Jehovah have been verified to 
them. The fact is now testified in language which 
cannot be misunderstood or denied. Unity, right- 
eousness, and peace, have stood at the foundation 
of this movement—the materials of which it was 
composed have been increased and enlarged, and 
all other good things have been added to its store. 
They have taken this counsel for their guide, 
‘Seek first the kingdom of heaven ;’ and, lo, the 
kindom of heaven is within them! and the truth 
so little heeded by members of churches outside, 
‘Ye cannot serve God and mammon,’ is received 
into their hearts, in the love of it. The prosper- 
ity which has attended ail their faithful efforts to 
conform to the requirements of the gospel of peace, 
and the blessings attending them in all their busi- 
ness transactions with the world, are indeed re- 
markable. 

Here the family and the church are united, 
They congregate every evening in the week, not 
for formal, legal church worship, but for social 
benefit; and to speak as the Spirit of truth giveth 
atterance. They also devote a certain portion of 
each day to intellectual cultivation. Think of liy- 


To the uninitiated it isa 


ing always in sucha school! Shall we not reap 
advantages which the world knows nothing of? 
To hold the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, requires the same regenerating influence 
which had knit the hearts of Christians, and uni- 
ted them in one body, on the day of Pentecost. 
Then, was an outpouring of the Spirit, such as had 
never been known before, and, you recollect it is 
stated in the divine record that they claimed 
nothing as their own—owned no property indi- 
vidually, but held possession in common. The 
same state of things exists here; they can ra- 
tionally wait for the outpouring of the promised 
Spirit, which shall teach them all things, and 
| bring all things to their remembrance, whatsoever 
Jesus hath spoken; and shall continue with them 
always, even unto the end. What blessed prom- 
ises! And do we wait in vain? No. It reveals 
its power in no violent emotions, but in serious, 
silent meditation—in calm, intelligent, and deci- 
ded confessions of Christ; and in a loving, cheer- 
ful serenity, which pervades the family circle— 
mingles in all its exercises, and renders every 
Not a murmur- 


yoke easy, every burden light. 
ing breath is allowed to contaminate the health- 
ful air around us. If for a little season the light 
of God’s love is by any means obscured to a mem- 
ber, it is like a dark cloud passing over the cheer- 
fulness, to the united whole; then it becomes a 
subject of investigation and criticism. The evil 
spirits, which do always grieve the children of 
God, are considered as intruders, and immedi- 
ately they aredriven away. They have actually 
on record many experimental facts, showing 
that both evil spirits which affect the moral 
life, and diseases of the body, are subject to the 
control of this church, by faith in the Redeemer’s 
name. 

This reminds me of what is recorded of those 
who exulted in the power bestowed on them in 
olden times: said the great Counsellor, ‘ Rejoice 
not because spirits are subject unto you, but rather 
rejoice because your names are written in heaven.’ 

A friend at Cincinnati once cautioned me against 
coming to Oneida to think of joining the Commu- 
nity. Said he, ‘ Men are naturally fond of power ; 
the most ambitious will bear rule, and the great 
fish will eat up the little ones; for, while they 
boast of freedom, they will be sure to hold the 
subordinates in real bondage.’ The following 
was my reply to that friend; (and to the princi- 
ple I still adhere ;) ‘Whatever is based on a true 
religious foundation, has Christ for its living 
head; and 1 am not afraid to trust Ais goodness.’ 
‘But,’ said he, ‘do they not all claim the same 
foundation? Look at the multiplied divisions— 
both men and women are the continual subjects 
of delusive power.’ IT answered, ‘ An earnest de- 
sire to know the truth, will most assuredly prompt 
to the diligent seeking after it ; I know the voice 
of my Redeemer.’ At that moment I felt a great- 
er degree of confidence in the Berean, and in the 
inspiration of its author, than I had ever before 
experienced, and in a decided manner I assured 
him that God had given to the world a key to the 
Bible; then handing him the Berean, requested 
him to read it. That night, after a day of fa- 
tiguing business, he occupied nearly all the hours 
usually devoted to sleep in perusing its pages. 

The Redeemer’s truth was offensive to some in 
his day, and they went back, and walked no more 
with him. Sometimes I seem to realize that the 
meek Spirit of truth is whispering to me, saying, 
* Will ye also go away? So clearly is this church 
identified in my mind with the Spirit of Christ, 
my reply is, ‘To whom else shall I go? thou hast 
the words of eternal life.’ 

I think it will be in my power to answer your 
request by sending the Circular. Please remem- 
ber me respectfully to your father, and forward 
me his given name. Soon I will address you 
again; then I will give you a description of our 
beautiful surroundings. I remain your sincere 
friend, Anne E. P. Curp. 





The Way Open. 

“Let us draw near with a true heart, in Pre 
assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled 
from an evil conscience. and our bodies washed 
with pure water.” Heb. 10: 22. 

These words have been a subject of reflection 
with me for a weck past. On looking at the con- 
text, I see that Paul says Christ has opened the 
way for us, ‘a new and living way, which he hath 
consecrated for us, and what remains to be done 
is a preparation on our part to enter. Paul de- 
scribes the process in the passage I have quoted. 
It is a cleansing which refers both to the soul and 
body. In our first confession of Christ we 
are polluted with the spirit of the world,—the 


of separation from idols, from the doubts and 
accusations of the devil, must be done in us_be- 
fore we can meet the Primitive church in the Ho- 
liest. The work of cleansing has commenced, and 
will go on to full union with the Primitive church 
who dwell in the Holiest. H. A. N. 





Hitting the Mark. 


The following extract, taken from a communi- 
cation in this week’s Independent, is quite signifi- 
cant. The writer, who signs himself ‘ Minister,’ 
is looking in the right direction for a solution of 
the clerical-support problem, which of late has ex- 
cited much attention: 


Messrs Epirors:—I am very glad the whole 
question of ministers’ support—their relation to 
the people and to the chain of Christ, &e.—is be- 
ing investigated. There is great need of a better 
understanding of this matter. 

I have a word I would like to say. It seems 
granted on all hands that at present the ministry 
are in general seriously cramped, and their useful- 
ness greatly hindered, for want of a better support. 
But there is doubtless a providence in this, after 
all. Now how shall this thing, looking upon it 
as a providence, be interpreted? What shall we 
learn from it? Is it certain that it is intended to 
teach us no more than that even professing Christ- 
tans may be very criminally grasping and world- 


—_ 
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I would suggest what I have not seen suggested 
yet in this discussion—Whether we might not 
see in the present aspect of affairs a leading of 
Providence, pointing to new regulations in this 
matter? Is it not “gps that God intends 
wholly to break up the present order of things, 
and to give us something different ? 

A great deal might be said to show the defects 
in the working of the present system—ministers 
unduly exalting themselves ; the people leaving 
every thing to be done by the minister; a low 
standard of personal obligation among private 
Christians; little development ot real Christian ex- 
perience, because little personal study and little 
exercise of gifts in labor ; a strong tendency to a 
mere mechanical routine of sabbath service, with 
minister and singers for actors, &e., &e. 

Now, are these things, so far as they exist, 
merely evils incidental to the best-ordered plan 
of operations, or are they german to the present 
plan, and to be avoided by some other? I do be- 
lieve we have been attempting to make far too 
much of the ministry; and now to show us our 
folly God is crushing it, at least back again into 
its proper proportions. , 

Yes, too much of the ministry, and not enough of 
the church in its individual and private member- 
ship. 

OO — 

To Europe 1n stx pays.—A new wonder in the 
Ocean Steam Ship line is now being built in New 
York, under the superintendence of Wm. Nor- 
ris, a distinguished Engineer, of Philadelphia, 
which the builders guarantee shall make the pas- 
sage from New York to Liverpool safely and regu- 
larly in sia days. She isto be launched about 
the first of December next, and is expected to be 
ready to sail sometime in the month of February 
following. Her length is 225 feet, depth of hold 
21 feet, width of beam 36 feet, and her draft 
of water only 64 feet, while her engine is to be 
1200 horse power, which, relatively to her size 
and draft of water, is, according to a statement 
in the Tribune, about five times more than that 
of the steamers of the Cunard line. Any ordi- 
nary vessel could not bearsuch an amount of pow- 
er, but she is able to do so from the peculiarity 
of her model and internal structure, which is 
claimed as a new invention. She will carry no 
freight, and will be able to accommodate some 80 
passengers. A. 





Oneida Commune, Sept. 8, 1853, 
—The amount of our garden produce sold this 
year, is $475. Last Monday a man from Wiscon- 
sin—the Lieutenant Governor of the State—called 
with one of our neighbors, and after looking at 
our fruit, ordered $150 worth of trees. By a 
pleasant rhyme, we had ordered the same day a 
large bill of trees from the Rochester Nurseries, 

to fill out our stock. FE. H. i. 


== Two handsome large pitchers of Rock- 
ingham ware now grace our table, the present of 
Mr. THomas Gravam, late of the American Pot- 
tery, Jersey City. On the sides are embossed re- 
presentations of fruit, a hunting scene, &c., and in 
front, “ Brooktyn Commune,” in raised letters. 








CorreEsPonDENcE.— We thank heartily the friends 
who have lately covered our table with corres- 
pondence. Warin-hearted, lively letters always 
do us good, whether we publish them or not.— 
The correspondence of the Circular is steadily im- 
proving, and is destined to be one of its best fea- 
tures. 





Qo The remainder of Table Rock, at Niagara 
Falls, was precipitated yesterday into the river be- 








spirit that emanates from Satan, and a great work 


low—a part having fallen off a year or two since. 


== Hon. Robert J. Walker has resigned his 
appointment as Commissioner to China, on ac- 
count, it is said, of ill health. His successor has 
not yet been determined upon. 





== There is much talk about the failure of the 
President to fill the Mission to France, which has 
been vacant for several months. Conjectures and 
speculations are abundant as to the one that will 
finally be selected. 





E==&"More than halfthe bar-rooms in the 
neighborhood of the Crystal Palace have been 
closed from want of customers. 





= Friday, Sept. 2. was observed in New 
Orleans as a day of prayer very unanimously, and 
with great solemnity. Business was all suspend- 
ed, and the whole city presented a scene of mourn- 
ing. Here is a vein of the faith that is deep in 
man, and that tribulation, humbling his pride. 
rarely fails to discover. 





Dress Reronm.—Let every woman have a 
bloomer dress, for the sake of foot-excursions. 
Weare not ultra on bloomers. In the city or town, 
our eye is yetin bondage to the oldforms, But in 
the country, where the fields are to be traveled, 
the rocks climbed, brooks crossed and re-erossed, 
fences scaled, bushes and weeds navigateé, a wo- 
man in a long dress and multitudinous petticoats ix 
a ridiculous abomination. Something is always 
catching; the party is detained till each woman 
can gather up her flowing robes, and clutch them 
in her Jeft hand, while a shawl, parasol and bon- 
net strings fill up the right. Thus she enginecers 
all pains and gallantry, returns home bedrabbled 
and ragged. A bloomer costume leaves the motion 
free, dispenses with half the help from without. 
and, above all, avoids needless exposure of the per- 
son. If, ignorant of what is best, a fair friend is 
caught in the country without such a suitable 
dress, she is to be pitied, not blamed. But where 
one may have them, and rejects them for ficld- 
excursions as unbecoming and ridiculous, let me 
assure such foolish persons, that it is the only 
dress that is really decent. I should think less 
of one’s judgment and delicacy who, after a fair 
trial of either dress, in an excursion requiring 
much field walking, was not heartily converted 
to the theory of Bloomerism, and to its practice in 
the country.—H. W. Beecher. 

Srncutar Story.—We learn, says The Memphis 
Whig, from a reliable source, that as a married 
couple were travelling on a steamboat, bound from 
New Orleans to an up stream port, the man sick- 
ened and died. When the boat touched at Mem- 
phis,the bereaved and distressed widow landed 
with the corpse. An undertaker was sent for, 
who came and took the measure for a coffin. The 
coffin was prepared, the body was deposited there- 
in, and all was in readiness to take the mortal re- 
mains of that dear husband to its last final rest- 
ing place. The lady, with all the fond affection 
and deep love of a wife, begged the privilege of ta- 
king one more look, a Jast parting kiss, on him 
who was more dear to her than all others upon 
earth. The lid was taken off, and as she laid upon 
that cold, icy brow, bathing it in tears and smoth- 





consciousness and symptoms of life became appa- 
rent, the body was taken from the coffin, and a 
physician sent for. The man soon became conva- 
lescent, and buta few days since, the happy couple 
took passage from Memphis on an up stream 
boat, and are now en route for their place of des- 
tination. But for that fond, loving wife, the hus- 
band might now be lying ina cold damp grave. 
As to the truth of this story, we cannot vouch, 
but we have no doubt that there is more vital 
power in love, and such an application of it, as is 
here described, than the world has yet dreamed of. 
rE. H. H. 





E=x> An Exchange Paper states that the man 
who was alinost killed by the accidental discharge 
of his duty, is slowly recovering. 

It is rumored on the same authority that the 
person who could’nt ‘express’ his feelings applied 
to Adams & Co.,and that enterprising firm agreed 
to do it for him at the usual rates. 


The Profit of Godliness. 


“Godliness is profitable unto all things, having 
promise of the life that now is, and of that which 
ts to come.” 1 Tim. 4: 8. 


‘ Godliness,’ i. e. religion, or the worshi}) 
of God, is a spiritual work, because God 
isa spirit. (John 4: 24.) It involves 
faith, love, and vital union with God. All 
other works are external to this, and 
without this are ‘dead works,’ to be classed 
with ‘bodily exercise’ which the apostle 
says ‘profiteth little.” (1 Tim. 4:8.) But 








godliness is profitable unto ALL things.’— 


over and around the rocks or logs; and in spite of 


ering those cold lips with warm kisses, a sort of 
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1. It is profitable because it is the fountain 
of all good in man. Faith, love, and vi- 
tal union with God, give pure, quickening 
wliment to the heart, and cut ot the heart 
are the issues of intellectual, moral and 
physical life. From pure, loving, God- 
like hearts, we may look for true educa- 
tion, morality, health, and social improve- 
ment, 2. Godliness is profitable because 
it secures the protection and coéperation 
of God, It has ‘ promise of the life: that 
now is, and of that which is to come.’— 
Thus Christ says—‘ Take no thought, 
saying, What shall we eat ? or what shall 
we drink ? or wherewithal shall we be 
clothed ? (for after all these things do 
the Gentiles [i. e. the heathen] seek;) for 
your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of these things. But seek first 
the kisegdom of God and his righteousness, 
and all these things shall be added unto 
you.’ And again—‘ There is no man 
that hath left house, or brethren, or sis- 
ters, ev father, or mother, or wife, or chil- 
dren, or lands, for my sake, and the gos- 
pel’s, but he shall receive an hundred fold 
now in this time, houses, and brethren, 
«rd sisters, and mothers, and children, 
and lands, with persecutions ; and in the 
world to come, eternal life.’ 





Quit the Shore. 

Christ said to the ‘little flock’ that fol- 
lowed him, ‘Sell that ye have and give 
alms—provide for yourselves bags that 
wax not old, a treasure in the heavens.’ 
People are apt to think that Christ en- 


joined benevolence in this command—that 


he was caring for the poor, and seeking to 
instil the missionary spirit into his disci- 
ples. This is the idea of some one writing 
poetry on this text in a late Independent: 
Sell, sell while yet ye can, 
While the tide of traffic is high; 
Lo! Mammon and Crime outsped the time, 
Human bodies and souls to buy ; 
Houses and lands! oh! man, 
What are they to thy brother’s blood, 
To his life so foul, to his ruin’d soul, 
Crying up, against thee, toGod? &e. 

We do not think these lines express 
Christ’s meaning at all. He saw that it 
was necessary for his disciples’ own good, 
that they should not have any securities 
below, in which to trust for a living, but 
that they should be like the birds, with- 
out storehouse or barn, pensioners on a 
daily providence. He was looking out 
for their interest, to see that they with- 
drew their property from where it was 
unsafe, and invested it in faith. When 
he said to the young man, ‘Sell that 
thou hast, and give te the poor, and thou 
shalt have treasure in heaven, and come 
and follow me,’—he was perfectly disinter- 
ested in his advice—his eye was wholly on 
the benefit of the young man, to relieve 
him of an incumbrance that would hin- 
der his entering into life. 

While a ship is being built, it is sup- 
ported by what are called shorings. 
These are knocked out when the time 
comes for the vessel to be launched.— 
Christ said to every body as they came to 
him, ‘ Knock out your shorings” He 
‘lid not say merely, ‘don’t increase your 
props,’ but, * knock out what are already 
under you.’ He wanted to launch them 
on anew element, and they must swing 
off from all connection with the shore. 








== Paul exulted at the end of his 
career, that he had kept the faith—not 
that he had promulgated it. With all 
his outward fruitfulness, the greatest work 
that he did was to endure temptation— 


‘houses and lands, wife and children, and | 


to live through the perils and disasters in|are of impressions of religious feelings.!no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth 


his course, and not lose his hold on God. | 


CORRESPONDENCE. 














FROM WISCONSIN. 

Bluffton, August 21, 1853. | 

—I have just finished reading the arti- | 
cle in the 78th No. of the Circular, head- 
ed ‘The Voice of Deeds;’ and my heart 
joyfully responds to the sentiments there 
presented, We look back to those days as 
days when God wonderfully revealed him- | 
self to man, and man exercised mighty | 


faith in God, and say, ‘O that we had, 
lived in those days!’ But does not the | 
Lord still live ? ‘Is his hand shortened | 
that he cannot save, or his ear heavy 
that he cannot hear?’—or is not man in| 
this day called upon to exercise faith in 
God, and prove that faith by his works ? 
The day is here: eighteen hundred years 
has the word been proclaimed, ‘ Thou | 
shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and thy neighbor as thyself ;’ and 
with all the momentum it has gained by 
that length of time, we yet hear it said, | 
‘Show me one that does it.’ 
the day has come, and God has prepared 
a people that are willing to sacrifice all 
for him, and love others as themselves; 
and to such we say, ‘ Thy God is my God, | 
thy people are my people, and where 
thou goest, I will go.’ The world says, 
show me one that loves God with all his 
heart, and his neighbor as himself, and | 
yet when they see an individual forsak- 
ing father and mother, brother and sister, | 


more careful of his eternal interest than | 
he is in providing for them according to | 
the fashion of the world—willing to sacri- | 
fice reputation, property, yea, his own sel- 
fish life, for a life of love, they are ready to 
ery, Insanity, Fanaticism. Yet the heav- 
ensdorule. Though the heathen rage, and 
the people imagine a vain thing, yet shall | 
Jesus reign King of kings, and Lord of 
lords. Weare ready to proclaim that 
the kingdom of God has come—ready to 
sacrifice all for that kingdom, and show 
to the world by our acts, that the word 
‘Thou shalt love,’ &¢., has gained a pow- 
er by its oft repeated proclamation, that 
has drawn our hearts into its current; 
and we know it will roll through the 
world—break in pieces, and consume all 
other kingdoms, till it covers the whole 
earth. The day has come when Christ 
calls upon men not so much to preach as 
to live—to love. ‘ By this shall all men 
know that ye are my disciples, if ye have 
love one for another.” Love how? As 
Christ loved. ‘ All mine are thine, and 
thine are mine.” Here is the birth of 
Community. Whether it be right in the 
sight of God to proclaim Community, let 
the world judge. We trust we shall be 
found following the example of Peter and 
Jolin, CHARLES Decrorr. 
FROM NEW YORK, 
Poplar Ridge, Aug. 28, 1853. 

—I think it would be a profitable exer- 
cise for me to give a history of my religious 
experienee; and I am willing to do so in 
compliance with your request, so far as 
ability is given me to review it. It must 
come from the storchouse of memory, for 
I have nothing written to refer to in 
regard to it. 

Doubtless you remember Martin P. 
Sweet and Jarvis Rider. Through their 
preaching I was converted to the faith 
of full salvation as they preached it.— 
My mind had previously been seriously 
exercised on the great subject of the sal- 
vation of my soul, I wanted to be a 
Christian—to love God—to do right; to 
have an interest in the blood of Christ. 
These and nameless other wants I had. 
Still I lived along without seeing any way 
to have them supplied. I was born and 
brought up a birth-right member of the 
society of ‘iriends.” A well-meaning, 
pious mother was mine, as far as she saw, 
i was subject to serious impressions from 











infancy; some of my earliest recollections 


decided step. 


sin. 
. | by this step, that my own brother came 
‘at intermission of service, and partly 


aa 


When near my eighteenth year, these im-|is not in us.’ Well, I heard, and read, 


and I felt that I ought to take a more 


I had a great regard for the principles of 


‘my parents, and on the other hand I 
had a proud heart; I was loth to give up, | lasting salvation in the hands of this Say- 
and yet afraid to remain in rebellion to| ior who is ‘ faithful and just to forgive us 
‘my convictions of duty. 
'when those brethren came to Owasco. 


Thus I stood, 


I dared not make a profession of religion 


publicly, although to some of my asso-| 


‘ciates I did venture to say I had a hope} 


in Christ, and I told them my mind was 
made up to serve my Maker, come what 
?) would. 


Still I was not satisfied; I knew 


‘Iny religion was not deep enough to ena- 
ble me to overcome my besetting sins; 
‘my heart was not sufficiently humbled, | 
and I felt condemned for inconsistency. 


The summer on which I entered my 


nineteenth year, was an eventful period in 
my life. 


A protracted meeting among the 
Baptists was the occasion of a resolve to 


We repeat, come out on the side of religion ; which I 

‘did by voluntarily, and in the face of strong 
‘opposition taking my place on the 
‘ious seat;” and anxious, indeed, was I to 
ishow my friends that I meant to try to 
serve the Lord 


“ anx- 


and forsake the ways of 


So great a commotion was raised 


‘by force and partly by persuasion, took 


me from the place, and conveyed me 


home; where in the orchard I soon knelt 


before my Maker, beseeching forgiveness 


for my own sins, and for my brother, (in 


whose case I felt a stronger interest than 


for my own,) and asking him to show me 


what todo, ‘There I had a sweet glimpse 
of the mercy of God, which upheld me 
and kept me from sinking. One day after 
this as I was at the table doing the fami- 


‘ly ironing, the Testament at hand,—I 


opened it and read these words of Christ’s 
prayer: “‘ Neither pray I for these alone, 
but for those who may believe on me 
through their word.” Ah, thought I, this 
is forme! Jesus is my friend. He pray- 
ed for me. This brought the tears of 
contrition to my eyes, and bowed me on 
my knees before the blessed Savior, whose 
heart had poured forth a prayer as I ver- 
ily believed for me; and hope and pen- 
sive satisfaction was given, with a desire 
to follow on to know more of this dear 
Savior whom I felt to be very near to me, 
to hear and answer prayer. Many similar 
experiences I have had, And often have I 
felt the gentle drawings of my heavenly 
Father’s love. Still, withheld by force of 
circumstances, I dared not make a con- 
fession in public of the state of my mind; 
and none but the Omniscient knew of my 
exercises, 

Not long after this my father removed 
to Owasco, where I attended another pro- 
tracted meeting, in which Elder Knapp 
was preacher, and there among a great 
many others, in response to a request 
from Elder Fuller, I solemnly expressed 
my resolution to serve God, by rising up ; 
and O with what solemn awe did I listen 
to his appeal to the God who saw and 
knew of the sincerity or otherwise of this 
solemn vow, thus silently made, L'rom 
that time I felt that I was no longer my 
own; but how to perform that solemn 
vow Linew not, and almost regretted 
that it had been made thus publicly be- 
fore heaven and earth ; not but that I 
wished and desired to fulfil it, but how to 
be able to do so was the thing. This re- 
strained me from making any more prom- 
ises or professions in meetings, and even 
if any of my Christian friends urged upon 
me to go forward or to join with them, I 
was withheld by slavish fear, or something 
else which kept me back. 

When I first heard of persons who talk- 
ed of perfection in this life, I thought it 
strange doctrine, and supposed that they 
were certainly in error ; for, thought 1, 
che apostle John said, ‘ If-we say we have 


pressions grew stronger and more urgent,| and thought, and prayed ; and the result 


was, that I became convinced that not on- 


Here I stood halting be-|ly that verse, but the next, and the next 
tween two opinions—undecided what I! also, were true words and faithful. I knew 
ought to do to get in the right direction. | 


and confessed myself a sinner, unable to 
save myself, and resolved to take the words 
of John for true words, and trust my ever- 


our sins and to cleanse us from all unright- 
eousness.’ Next in order came confession 
with the mouth. This was no easy task 
for me: all the doubts and fears that Sa- 
tan could raise were brought to bear on my 
mind, and for some months I hesitated: 
but I could see no other way at length 
than to make a full and free confession of 
my faith in Christ asa whole savior. So 
I submitted my will, and during an eve- 
ning meeting, my tongue gave utterance 
to the faith begotten in my heart ; and 
then the precious Redeemer made himself 
known to me in a very gracious manner, 
and soon said to me these words, ‘I am 
the vine—thou art a branch.’ I believed, 
and believing, I rejoiced with joy unspeak- 
able and full of glory. This was the re- 
sult of my first confession, 

To proceed with my subsequent experi- 
ence is amore difficult matter, Suffice it 
to say, I loved every one, and in particu- 
lar I loved those who brought the news 
of this gospel to me; and [ loved those 
who professed to believe it. Time passed 
on, and persecution came and was endur- 
ed. Many things were said: against the 
believers, as I verily believed falsely, till 
the very name of Perfectionists became 
a stench in the nostrils ot community, 
and many fell away. Still trusting not 
to men, nor greatly moved by the fear of 
men, I could cling to the promise, ‘ I will 
keep thee, and uphold thee; I knew I 
was not my own keeper, and sometimes 
could say with David, ‘The Lord is my 
shepherd, I shall not want. He maketh 
me to lie down in green pastures, he lead- 
eth me beside the still waters.’ I was 
not much addicted to noisy speeches,— 
this | was withheld from; and when with 
my eyes I beheld the downfall of some 
who had made the greatest professions, I 


tion. Oftentimes the only thing I could 
say when urged to say something, was, 
‘I’m in my Savior’s arms.’ This was a 
sweet place of rest from the storms with- 
in and trials without. I continued in ac- 
knowledged fellowship with M. P. Sweet 
and his disciples, till after his removal 
to Illinois, where I heard he went again 
into the practice of the law, and subse- 
quently was a great politician, then a 
stump advocate for war, trying to raise 
men to go to Mexico to fight. This broke 
my fellowship with his spirit, and I said, 
Mr. Sweet has gone where I cannot fol- 
low him. Previous to his removal, many 
things were advanced against him in 
many ways. Be they true or false, I can 
say this much, I saw nothing of them, and 
believed them false. I have long since 
been made willing to leave him in the 
hands of God, hoping he may be saved, 
if it even be by fire of judgment. 

In hopes of immortality and eternal 
lite, through Jesus Christ our Lord, lam 
your sister, R. K. 


> , 

€o Correspondents. 

J. J. F.—Your improvemenis in the system of banking we 
presume are werthy ef attention by those who understand ihe 
subject; we expeet to get rid of the system altogether. Your 
later communications are forwarded as directed, and the sug- 
gestion to keep a daily register of events in particular, we com- 


mend, 

J. P., Benne'*s Corners.—Your paper has been regularly for- 
warded: if it is not received, the fault is in the P. 0. depart- 
ment. 


T. C.—We have ° sold all, and are distributing to the poor’ a 
free paper—of which you receive your share, This is as much 
as we ought to do for you. If yon need more, friends who are 
nearer to you, and have opportunity to know more about you, 


should attend to the matter. 





Lerrers Recriven.—H. A. Sill; C. Degroff; 
J. R. Jones, P. M.; J. J. Franks, 2; N. A. Morse; 
D. Wright; R. Kenyon; H. Witherbee; R. Ly- 





man ; ‘i’. Cohoon; G. C. Mix. ; W. G. Kelly. 


clung the closer to my Savior for protec- ° 
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